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The artwork above shows Louisiana strawberry pickers, who often work

12 hours per day stooped amidst dangerous pesticides. In the early 2000’s,
the New Orleans Workers' Center for Racial Justice (for whom this art was
made) organized against farm owners who subjected Mexican guest workers

to involuntary servitude and brutal conditions in the fields. Each year,
International Workers' Day (May 1) falls in the middle of strawberry season.
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The 1st International
Workers Day is
commemorated amidst
the struggle foran 8
hour work day. 1886.

2

3

4

5

New Orleans sanitation
workers strike over long
hours and lack of COVID
protections, hazard pay,
and sick leave. The strike
lasts through fall 2020.
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28 Black and white
activists stage one of the
first sit-ins of the Civil
Rights movement, at the
Jack Spratt coffee house
in Chicago. 1942.
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The Poor People’s March
on Washington erects

a giant tent city on the
Washington Mall, which
lasts for six weeks. 1968.

13

14

15

16

Minneapolis Teamsters
strike for union
recognition; other works
soon join in a General
Strike that makes the
city a union town. 1934.
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Black journalist Ida B
Wells begins a campaign
to investigate lynchings
in Memphis, after 3 of
her friends are lynched.
1892.
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Members of Earth First
use the tree-sitting
tactic for the first time
to defend old growth
forest from logging.
Williamette National
Forest, OR. 1985
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A multiracial

uprising celebrates
upon destroying a
Minneapolis police
precinct. Thereafter,
police abolition moves
from ridiculed idea to
rallying cry. 2020.
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Go to www.RLMArtStudio.com to download each month’s free calendar page and sign up for RLM’s periodic e-newsletter.
© 2026 Ricardo Levins Morales Art Studio.
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